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Course Description  
 
 
 

Drawing the Line: The Creative Potential of Maps 
 

 

Dates Tuesdays 24 and 31 January, 7, 14 and 21 February 2017 

Times 18.00–20.30 

Location Harry M Weinrebe Learning Centre 

Level All levels  

Class size Maximum 16 participants 

 
 

Course description 

Home to over 4.5 million maps ranging from medieval Mappae Mundi to satellite imaging, the British 

Library documents an ever-changing world. And as our current Maps and the 20th-Century: Drawing 

the Line exhibition shows, a century of evolving mapping technologies has revolutionised how we see 

the world, and our place within it.  
 

Take a different route to exploring maps on this five-week interdisciplinary course. Blending historical 

insight and a range of activities including GPS tracking, you’ll investigate different approaches to 

mapmaking, helping you to create an ‘alternative map’ that visualises your personal interests and 

viewpoints, informed by centuries of maps and mapmaking. There’ll be critical discussion with a range 

of mapping experts and practical activities exploring drawing, language, colour and collage and 3D 

construction. We’ll also engage with the digitally-drawn, tracing our own movements with GPS 

trackers and incorporating the data into our creative work. 
 

This course is led by artist Marianne Holm Hansen. During the course, you’ll visit the Library’s Maps 

and the 20th-Century: Drawing the Line exhibition with Jim Caruth, Lead Curator of Modern 

Mapping, and explore digital mapping and data visualisation with Dr Martin Zaltz Austwick, Senior 

Lecturer in Spatial Data Science and Visualisation, University College London. 

 

 

Week 1: Mapping Methodologies and their Impact 

We’ll start our course by investigating maps from the British Library collections, exploring how they 

were made, how the choice of projection, style and decoration, and of what has been included and 

excluded, informs the way we come to see and understand the world. Through discussion and quick-

fire practical activities, you’ll be encouraged to identify what you want to communicate when making 

your own alternative map. At the end of this session we’ll equip you with a GPS tracker to map your 

movements throughout the following week. This digital data will be analysed and discussed in week 

three and could, as digital drawings, form or inform the content of your creative project.  

 

http://www.bl.uk/events/adult-learning-courses
http://www.bl.uk/events/maps-and-the-20th-century-drawing-the-line
http://www.bl.uk/events/maps-and-the-20th-century-drawing-the-line
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Week 2: The Creative Potential of Maps 

How subjective can a map become before it loses its status as a map? How far can it manipulate 

reality before we ‘draw the line’? In week two we’ll explore the Maps and the 20th-Century: Drawing 

the Line exhibition with Jim Caruth, British Library Lead Curator of Modern Mapping, to discuss the 

agency and power of maps and mapmaking. We’ll stay in the exhibition to explore its main 

arguments and to research and develop our own work and ideas. We’ll finish our session back in the 

studio, to explore contemporary examples of how artists, activists and designers use maps and 

mapmaking to communicate personal, social and political viewpoints.   
 

Week 3: Digital Maps: The Traces We Leave Behind 

In week three we’ll be joined by Dr Martin Zaltz Austwick, Senior Lecturer in Spatial Data Science and 

Visualisation at University College London. Martin will introduce examples of how digital data – or ‘big’ 

data, often collected by governments, private institutions and corporations – can be mapped and 

visualised to identify patterns in behaviour and preference. We’ll investigate our own GPS-collected data 

from week one and consider how, and how accurately, the digital traces we leave behind represent our 

actual lives. We’ll also dedicate time to developing our creative work and experiment with using GPS 

data as drawings in their own right, or as part of multifaceted and multidimensional works.  
 

Week 4: Mappa Mundi, Maps and Me 

Week four is dedicated to the development of your individual work. We’ll begin by exploring historical 

maps from the Library’s collections, including Mappae Mundi – medieval world maps that often 

purposefully ignore relative areas of land and water to instead, schematically, illustrate divergent 

principles and beliefs. We’ll also draw inspiration from contemporary examples that draw on the Mappa 

Mundi format to decidedly place personal lives and beliefs on the map, and at the centre of the world. 
  

Week 5: Drawing the Line 

After making the finishing touches to our creative work, we’ll conclude the course by discussing our 

alternative maps in dialogue with those exhibited in the exhibition Maps and the 20th-Century: 

Drawing the Line. Discussing our work as a group within the exhibition will allow us to explore the 

links they make to the history of maps and mapmaking, and how far we might have departed from 

those traditions over the five weeks.  

 
 

Tutors 

This course is led by Marianne Holm Hansen, with contributions from Jim Caruth (British Library Lead 

Curator of Modern Mapping) and Dr Martin Zaltz Austwick (Senior Lecturer in Spatial Data Science and 

Visualisation at University College, London). Marianne is an artist who works across media, including 

writing, drawing and photography. She has worked extensively with institutions including the Barbican, 

Tate, Hayward Gallery, and RIBA to deliver workshops, participatory projects and installations.  
 

Previous skills, knowledge or experience 

This course is aimed at anyone with a curious mind and an interest in learning more about our maps 

collections and their potential for creative practice. No previous experience or specialist skills required. 
 

Equipment and materials  

Please bring an A4 cartridge paper sketch pad (recommended 130gms paper) on which to work each 

week, preferably with detachable pages. All other materials will be provided. 
 

Facilities and refreshments 

Please note that the Learning Centre will open to participants 15 minutes before the stated start time. 

Tea, coffee and biscuits will be provided at each session. 


